Sai Center
3.16.25
Holi & Nourooz Combined Celebration 

-For tonight’s join celebrations, we start with a passage being read, explaining the significance of the Indian Festival of Holi. 
Saranya:  Holi is an ancient Indian festival, also known as the festival of color and spring.  The festival celebrates the eternal and divine love of Radha and Krishna.  Additionally, the day signifies the triumph of good over evil, as it commemorates the victory of Vishnu as Narasimha over Hiranyakashipu. It is also the ancient day to end and rid oneself of the past to end conflicts, and it is a day to forget and forgive. People celebrate Holi by applying color powder to each other. This is a symbol of love, friendship and goodwill.
-A video is then played about the Iranian New Year Celebration of Nourooz and the significance of the seven items set in Iranian households for this joyous occasion.  Each item begins with the letter ‘S’ in Farsi, symbolizing something different for the future.  The video has captured each of the symbols according to Sat’s interpretation of them, whether it is beauty, patience, forbearance, etc. For the full video and audio please refer to the Nazzanine website.  
-After the video, the following two quotes by Baba are read:
“What we think to be nonexistent actually exists.  What we think to be existent does not really exist.  It is only Divinity that exists forever.  It is the world that does not exist.”
2nd Quote:
“What is the purpose of life, man has to get rid of maya.  Maya is to believe that the unreal is real, there is nothing permanent and real in this world and all things are passing clouds.”
-There is some discussion about the above two Sai Baba quotes by the group.  
Then a quote by Sat is also read:
“When you lose yourself and you lose the interest for your mind, body and all the other senses, and you feel that you are aware of just being nothing but the silence, you have already left the manifestation.  As we do that more and more, the manifestation becomes clear, the quality of manifestation becomes clear to us.  It also begins to fade its strength because the silence has started taken over our being.  Or, our being is dipped into that color.  As all the enlightened souls say, realization is not something that you gain new. What it is as you know it too, the silence leads you there by eliminating your unconscious identification with the body, mind and the senses.  (U.S. Chat, 7.5.22)
-Then after some sharing, Sat talks specifically to Saranya’s youngest daughter who is six years old. 
Sat:  I want to say something to you; you are so cute.  Also, you are My friend, I want to say that you are full of goodness, light and beauty.  Always think of yourself as beauty, perfect, amazing. Every time you look in the mirror, say ‘I am perfect because God is perfect.’  Every time you leave the house say ‘I am the best because God is the best.’  That is all you have to do and love that goodness that you are.  
The quote you brought Mansour, I loved it, I think we should stay on it for more time, so please conduct the study circle next week too with these same two or three quotes.  Next time we do no opinions but contemplation.  
By the way, the way I thought it would be beneficial for the chat is to have a deeper understanding.  When we concentrate on the same topic for four weeks, we may wonder ‘What is She doing?’ but hang in there, it is going to take us to places that we have not been. 
Mansour:  You mentioned dwell on a higher place, that was the answer to the entire thing for me.  
Sat:  Wonderful.
Mansour:  Such few words but so deep.  
Sat:  We are all standing on holy ground right now because we were invited to be together and talk about the Truth, God, love, in this place that we are sitting. Now we are going to dance.
-Sat then begins to sing the Chitta Chora bhajan. 
-Lyrics:
Chitha Chora Yashoda Ke Bal Navaneetha Chora Gopal
Gopal Gopal Gopal Govardhanadhara Gopal
Gopal Gopal Gopal Gopal Govardhanadhara Gopal
-Translation:
O Lord Gopala (Krishna), the beloved Prince of Mother Yashoda, You are the captivator/stealer of the hearts of devotees, their Chitta, the spiritual Heart which is the seat of consciousness. You are the stealer of butter, i. e. hearts of the Gopis (devotees). Chant the name of Gopala, the one who protects the cows or tends the cows as a cowherd. Chant the name of the Govardhanadhara Gopal, who held aloft the mountain Govardhana to protect the villagers against the torrential rain.
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