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-For tonight’s study circle, a story is read from Baba about a prince named Jitendriya. In Sanskrit this name means one who has conquered his senses. In this story, Jitendriya goes on a hunting trip and runs across a sage. This sage wants to test him to see if he is in actuality living up to his name. Is he one who has conquered his senses, his attachments, etc.? So, the sage plays some tricks on the prince. The story goes through some dramatic twists & turns that the sage subjects Jitendriya to, as a pretend to see if this has really taken place for the prince. The way these tests were handled by Jitendriya, by his parents, the King and the Queen, his wife, the Princess as well as others living in his kingdom, convinced the sage that in fact they all had seemed to not really have much attachment left or had conquered their senses. 
-After this story has been read a few people comment on how their attachments continue to be present in their lives. 
Bliss:  As a body and mind, I have attachments. When you read this story, I thought that this family was a hero in the way that they handled all these scenarios, brought to their attention by the sage.  I have these attachments as a body & mind. The thing that came to me was that the people in the story, they were in a state of silence. When I look at myself for instance in silence and I am not identified with my body and mind, there is nothing there, no attachment, etc. But when I come back to the body, I see that there is attachment.  So, to sum it all up, there are attachments for me.
Sat:  First of all, you have to understand that this was a story.  I promise you; you cannot find a kingdom like this. So, let’s put everything in perspective. There is no kingdom that the King, the Queen, the Prince, the Princess, the aunts, the uncles and the cousins, all uniformly don’t give a damn about someone dying.  That is too far for us to reach! That is why I didn’t really enjoy [the story] as much, because then we would sit here and ask ourselves ‘what is happening to us?’ [if that is not where we are at.]
Secondly, there is a huge difference between love & attachment.  We love our children, why shouldn’t we? The heart of a mother, even until the last breath will scream the name of her children.  Let’s be real here!  We love our parents, but when they get old and die of natural causes, like Mine did, we miss them, but we know that was the time for them to go. 
The Art of Living is not striving as a human to something you cannot reach.  It is to realize that love hurts; human love hurts. As much as it gives enjoyment, it also gives pain.   But that is the beauty of human life.  What is important is not for Me to say ‘I am not attached to My children’ or ‘I don’t love …’ etc. It is to know who I am!  Whether My body has attachment or not!  
I told Radha a few days ago, one of the members of My family, a smaller child was hurting pretty badly. My body part was devastated.  My body reacted to it; but at the same time, I never lost sight of who I am.  So, I allowed this to happen. 
I don’t know how many of you knew of Ramana Maharishi, when his mother was dying, he cried.  His body cried.  So, let’s not enjoy a story as if it has reality; the human part will be a human part, it will react to trauma. But where are we going to stand in the midst of the body shaking and the mind getting agitated? We stand on our tools. We stand on the Truth that ‘since God is Omnipresent, what can I be? Yes, my human part will hurt!  But I am going to still stand on the perfection of God, the Allness of God and the love of God.’ 
So, not only do we have freedom, but we are not criticizing the dream body because life just happens, whether we like it or not. Let’s just stand on what I said for a moment, because these were very important points. 
The moral of the story is that we don’t deny our humanhood, we accept its weaknesses and its strength, but what we deny is to think that we are just this limited human. Because ‘by the virtue of God being Omnipresent, I cannot be separate from God. Therefore, whether I know it or not, whether I act or not, I am That that I am.’ Let’s stand on that while we are going through the ups and downs of the world with the grace of our Guru. 
Kavi:  May I ask a follow up question? You are going through the ups and downs, but you practice. Is that what You are saying? 
Sat:  Yes, you stand your ground, but you don’t criticize yourself for reacting to something, because it only gets you stuck there. You have to understand that there is a limitation with the temporariness of this body. So, you understand it, but you don’t have to go with it. You don’t have to accept it; you don’t have to identify with it. But you don’t deny it either.
-After the study circle has finished, Sat is talking to Saranya, who has been a lifelong devotee of Baba’s. The conversation is about what it had always been like for her to be in the Ashram, receiving Baba’s darshan. Saranya goes on to talk about how much she had been missing His darshans, until she joined the chats and began practicing the Omnipresent Meditation. She says that during that meditation she now feels the same as when He was still in the body giving His darshans.  (Darshan refers to the sight of a holy being.) 
Sat is recorded midsentence: The devotion will never go away, that is a given, it just won’t. But at one point we graduate from not thinking that His teaching is affecting us. It starts to really, really affect us. Baba came to make us realize the Allness of God. So, it gets really beautiful that we still have our Guru, we still have gratitude and respect. But at the same time, now that He is not in His body, we get a chance to go to this one (points to Her heart). 
-Audio ends here. 
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