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-The topic of devotion continues this week as well. The chosen quote by Baba has been selected from the former newsletters Sat would put together during the early years of the Center. 

Sai Baba Quote:  
“Bodhi yoga refers to the faculty of discrimination through which you distinguish the Self from the not-Self, that which is permanent from that which is changing.  This discriminating faculty becomes available only to people who have developed sacred devotion and are filled with love for the Lord. Devotion is the royal road to attaining wisdom. In truth, it is the only path to the highest spiritual knowledge. 
The Lord proclaimed in the 12th chapter of the Gita, ‘the one who is devoted to Me is dear to Me.’ What is devotion? It is the steady flow of love towards the Lord.  When love flows towards transient things, it is not devotion; it is only a form of attachment. But when love flows towards the permanent entity, then it becomes devotion. Devotion starts with the attitude that you are the servant of the Lord. Later you progress to the stage where you identify directly with the Lord. Then you declare Sohum- “I and He, the Lord and I are one.”
Kavi:  What about this quote holds significance for you?
-Everyone shares the significance of devotion for them. 
Sat:  Now, I would like to share something.  Ever since I was pushed out of My orbit to be an instrument, and you can all testify that I always point you to yourself. But now that we are talking about devotion, again I would like to bring up a point, devotion was very important in My own life. 
What started My journey was that I wanted to know God because I needed God, I was not in good shape.  Not knowing that this ego is in this life, it is in this dream, it needs a medication from this dream.  It cannot relate to the Invisible.  When I saw Baba, I could relate to My physician in the same dream.  You can all testify to that too.  When Baba talks about devotion to God, it is absolutely right that it turns to wisdom.  But if it wasn’t for the medication in the same dream, for the remedy of the same thirst in the same dream- this would not have happened. 
At this time, we can all sit here because we have been fed by our Guru, we can sit here and understand how to go to the Invisible.  And that is because the visible showed you where to go.  
But I want to bring up this point again and again, since we are talking about devotion, if you cut your finger in your nightdream, you look for a doctor in the nightdream to help you and you do get help. It is the same thing for the day time. We can sit here and say that we discriminate between the real and the unreal.  But who told you that? It is the medication in the dream for the remedy of your illness! 
I am really happy to hear all of you talking about discrimination, talking about knowing the visible, knowing Home and where it is, knowing where the love comes from, seeing God in a different light and finding unity with it, etc. But for a moment let’s not forget that we were fed in this dream in order to wake up and see the Invisible. 
I emphasize that because in My life this is how it unfolded.  This way it makes us humble and if somebody comes to us, we don’t talk from a high caliber and tell them “Dedicate your life to God.”  Teach them Trust Meditation- where Home is.  Let’s bring it back a little bit in proportion, that how far each of us have come, Myself included through the wisdom of the Ancient, through the work of the others.  I am sorry I have been repeating that the last two weeks, but this way it keeps us humble to see that when someone comes, we don’t judge them, we just remedy them. 
It gives us a beautiful thing, otherwise, you all know where the Home is, you all know how to go to silence, you all know that there is only one God and He is Omnipresent.  That there is only one power and It is the energy that has created this illusion.  
My gratitude again this week goes to those that came before us, so now we can sit here and pass the dreamland and say “I know God!”  That is My sharing.  Just look at this room- for the past 40 years who created it?  My Guru! 
And yes, the love turns to wisdom, dedication to the source of being fed turns to wisdom and turns to the Oneness. You cannot shortcut that. It is impossible, very few that have had a split-second realization like Ramana, they have done their job in a past life- many lives. So, let’s be a little bit realistic here.  
When I fell in love, when I found My doctor in this dream, the difference was that I wanted the formless God and He directed Me toward that. But I could not love the formless God; I could not relate to it; I did not know where to go and what to do. I am just sharing My life with you, through this love and dedication to this love, having trust in this love and serving this love in every form I can. Whether I go out on the street and hug a homeless person, etc., welcoming anybody that comes into My home, giving them a room to experience the same thing as I experienced with My Guru. It involuntarily brought wisdom where I was functioning out of intuition- until the Guru kicked Me out of the House and said “now you go forth and shine.”  And this is every one of us!
Sepideh:  Is there a difference between dedication and devotion? Being dedicated to something and being devoted to it?
Sat:  Devotion is not worship.  It is dedication. It is not a ritual; it is a heart-to-heart oval energy with some Source. You see, you need a mirror to see your face. When you see your face for the first time, you fall in love because it is not a physical face that you are looking at.   You can’t help it; it just happens. Then when you see your face- that invisible face for the first time, then you are guided to go ‘in’ and find the Invisible.  To answer your question, devotion and worship are two different things. In the west vs. the east worship is just kept for Jesus- rightfully so because they are mostly Christians.  
But we are talking about devotion, devotion is being one-pointed to one direction that your love is guiding you.  Your love is guiding you; the love guides the devotion.  Devotion does not come first, if it comes first, it is phony, it is make-believe.  It is mood making at least in My case; I could not fake devotion. But when I fell in love, I could not help not having devotion, it was just right there for Me for years and years until the chord was cut.  With Me screaming, “I am not ready … It would be nice to find somebody else …” 
That is the process I went through; I want to remind everybody that we all went through the same process. Had it not been for one person to show you your face, God meant nothing! It was just a need in the time of need that we ran to and forgot about when we didn’t have a need. Now we know where It is, we know It is permanent, we know It is everlasting. But how did we know that? Because of the ancient Truth from generations of Gurus, saints and the sacrifices they made.  
I promise next week I won’t share like this (laughs) I just wanted to emphasize this as My own life.  This is the way I can show My gratitude by voicing it the way I received it and gave it [out]. 
I am a product of many, many generations of enlightened souls, you will be the product of many, many, many ancient teachings, those who carried it and those who were instrumental to it. One of you talked about comparing yourself to who you were before and you are absolutely right, where were we in the past and where are we now- all of us? And by association, when the Guru sends you to yourself, by association there is grace and we all feel this infinite grace that is happening.  
Would that not give devotion? Of course, devotion means one-pointed attention!  If our topic was the topic of Jhana (wisdom), I would be very happy like always to say where Home is (laughs). But right now, we have to give salutations to those who showed us where Home is- which I rarely ever talk about. 
I don’t think any of you guys have seen Me talking like this, the way that I have these past few weeks. I am really inspired to talk this way because I always hide that part. I am not fishing for compliments because I don’t like it, it makes Me very uncomfortable.  But there is a truth in knowing that “come on… are you kidding me, your devotion comes out of the grace of your Guru.”  
Adrienne:  What You say is so true, what could be more important than what You say? It made me think of something Matthew said, who was a follower of Jesus. He said “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal. Store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-34 from the bible) 
Sat:  I bet you Matthew had to go through a lot to recognize and to realize that- he also had to give up a lot. (Laughs) 
You know, that love that happened to Me by the grace of the Guru, that love was discrimination for Me. Because nothing stood compared to it. Now, nothing stands compared to the wisdom.  But had it not been for how I felt, I don’t think I would have been chosen as a position of an instrument, had I not experienced that explosion of the heart. 
For those of us who experience this love in this lifetime, I personally congratulate you because that is what got Me to understand the wisdom. Not only understand it, but to open the fountain of wisdom within My own heart, where I was receiving it involuntarily- only through love. I really believe that the energy that is moving the creation is the energy of love. Because nothing else feels good to us- no other feeling feels comfortable to us because our nature is love!  And I do not mean hugging, kissing, saying “I love you …” and complimenting each other.  I do not mean that!  I mean there is a fountain of love that only a few get to tap it and that is through devotion!  
-Audio ends here.  
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