27-June-9-2013-Devotion

Kavi:  Thanks to everyone for being on the call today. I have missed everyone, so it is nice to be together today. Our topic today is devotion. I want everyone to talk about what they feel is the meaning of devotion, and what it means on this path. 
Reza:  When I first heard the term ‘devotion’, I thought of the story of Abraham and his willingness to sacrifice his son for God. I thought that devotion was something that was only possible for a select few on the Divine path. But after contemplating on devotion, I realized that we all have the opportunity to be devoted. It requires love, and trust in the promise. Love is the foundation. But completes the love and the trust is giving priority to our practices. They help you experience devotion. We can very easily say that we have devotion if we have these, and we don’t have to be Abraham to do it. 
Kavi:  For me, devotion on this path is choosing this path over the things around us, or the bazaar. When we choose not to go with our thoughts, or to be closer to our Guide, or not go with anger, we are experiencing devotion. Devotion is choosing this path over the things that take us away from this path, or when I try to solve problems with these tools instead of on the worldly level. 
Shervin:  Devotion for me is loyalty to my silence, as much as possible. And diving deep into my silence is devotion, because the silence is an ocean. And the more I sit in silence, the more I feel my Guide and I feel that I am walking hand in hand with Her. So starting and ending my day with silence is devotion for me. 
All of the teachings are very important, but they all bring me back to silence.
Bahar:  My devotion is my love for my Guide, and doing things that would make Her happy, whether it is doing divine work or not going with my thoughts. My love for Her is my devotion. 
Shabnam:  One question keeps coming back to me, and I don’t know the answer. What is the difference between love and devotion?
Bahar:  I have thought about that too. I think that they eventually become the same, but for now, the devotion is all of the things that we do for the love, until we become only that love.
Shabnam:  So devotion is service out of love?
Kavi:  Love is love, and devotion is a decision we make out of our love, to not go with out thoughts and do divine work instead. Devotion is a decision I make with regards to my actions, and it starts to become automatic.
Shervin:  Devotion is one-pointed obedience to this path. Love is a state of Being, and when you are in that state and you are one-pointed in your obedience to the love, that is devotion.
Sheila:  Love is being in Union with God, and being in the state of loving and feeling yourself, and devotion is more of a love in action, so that would be serving God.
Kavi:  For me, devotion often comes in the form of leaps of faith. This is what the Guide says, so I will just do it and it will work out. Devotion is trust in motion. And once I take the leap of faith, it turns out to have never been a leap at all. It was just the obvious next step. So I agree with those who say that devotion is trust. 
Hoda:  In my life, everything is so intertwined now that I can’t clearly say where the bazaar is, where my silence is, where my love is or where my devotion is. But for me, devotion is constantly asking myself, “who is my master? Who am I serving right now? Is it my mind, or my path?” My path can be my Guide, my love or my silence. Devotion is trust and it is all of the practices. Anything that serves the Self is devotion for me. 
Samane:  I agree that devotion is all of the things that we mentioned today. Sathyam says to grab one and run with it. So for each of us, one of these tools is more vibrant than the others. The one that stands out for me is trust. I feel devotion when I distance myself from the result of my work, and I am not the doer. 
Hanieh:  For me, devotion means that in every circumstance I say, “God, I know that you put this opportunity before me and you are here, looking after me”. I think this with every circumstance that comes up. This understanding is always with me. When I have the will to put this into practice, this is devotion. Devotion for me is acceptance that my Guide is always with me, and when I do not accept this I go into the bazaar and the outcome is not good. 
Kavi:  Now let’s share with each other why devotion is important on this path. Why do we need devotion?
Sheila: I think that devotion is needed because this is the path to Freedom, and it is the only way. 
Shervin:  When I am devoted to my Self, and Sathyam, I value my true Self. As a result, I see the greatness in Sathyam even more. It unveils what She is doing for me, and it feeds my devotion even more. It’s necessary because the devotion helps me to not condemn myself, which holds me back. Devotion helps me to move forward with my Guide, and see who She is, although She is an ocean. It helps me to taste it even more, and taste my Self. It is beautiful. Devotion is like a tool, it encompasses all in one. It unveils my Guide for me. 
Hoda:  The bazaar and the mind are constantly bringing us a new problem, concern or even a new source of happiness. At any moment a person can go with these. But with the devotion that we have, we either do not go with these thoughts, or we immediately come back and stand where we belong. 
Reza:  As I said, the most important way to show devotion is to give the practices priority. This allows us to progress on this path towards Freedom and prepares us for the art of living. This is why it is important.
Sathyam:  Hi kids, this is Sathyam. Hello to all the beauty and the Oneness. First of all, I want to say that I was on the line from the beginning of the conference call. I was on the line before you were even ready to begin. And ten minutes ago, I fell on the ground and prostrated Myself. Why did I prostrate Myself? Because each one of you is a miracle. You don’t know it, but you are a miracle. Why? Because in such a short time, there is no trace of the person that I first met, the appearance that each of you showed me in our initial meeting. That makes it a miracle. 
Another thing that really touched My heart is that only the path to Truth can bring about such a miracle. I am amazed at how much we were able to free ourselves in this dream, whereas most peoples’ sleep just gets deeper. Why is this? It is because these teachings are a straight line from the heart of the Guide to each of your hearts, from the heart of the Truth to the heart of the Truth. There is no outside Guide. I am not your Guide. I am the voice of your Truth. As long as you feel that you have a body and a mind, the voice of the Guide is necessary. When this issue evaporates, with the line from the heart of the Truth to the Truth, no distance is necessary. This line is very easily drawn with devotion and love, because all of us, in this lifetime, from the moment we were born, were told by our mothers and fathers that God exists. They told us to trust God, and love God, worship God and have devotion. But this had no meaning for us, and we didn’t know how to do this. Why? Because the person telling us of God didn’t know whom God was himself. He didn’t know where God was. He told us to trust God, but he didn’t trust God himself. He said to be devoted, but he was not. It was all hearsay. They heard it from someone else and they preached it. They were preachers. Now you have someone who does whatever She tells you. For this reason, the true path begins with a True Guide. And the result is all of you. The result is today, and hearing your sharing. 
When we open our arms with devotion and love, the only thing that comes into our arms is the Truth. But if we open our arms with pretense, we will receive pretense, meaning a God in appearance, a superficial God, will come into our arms. So sincerity is very important. Sincerity comes about with real love and devotion, and devotion and love are the result of this path. If you had not seen results from the Truth of these teachings, or if these teachings came from a being without Truth, it would not be possible for you to fall in love with Me or with your Self. Everything in this path must have Truth. Every word, every sharing that you say must have Truth to it. Every time you open your arms, you must do so with Truth, and the correct intention. No pretense exists here. Pretense is fooling yourself. And the Self cannot be fooled; it only appears to be fooled. 
Each one of you, one by one, opened your arms with pretense, and I saw you, until it found Truth. Each of you thought that you had arrived somewhere, or you have experienced the Truth or your love was real, or your devotion was real, and I knew it was not. But today I can say with all My heart that for 90% of you, when you opened your arms, I jumped into them. 
There were times when most of you would tell me “Sathyam I love you so much and life is very good and everything is very good,” but I knew that you had not arrived yet. You were still experiencing love and devotion in your minds. But today I am happy, very happy, because every word that you said sits in My heart. And when it sits in My heart, it sits in the heart of the Self. I am not outside of you. But I play the game of being outside of you, just as my Guru did for Me, until you understand that I am not outside of you. For this reason I was impressed today. 
Does anyone have any questions?
Hoda:  I am so thankful to you. We all said things about devotion from our experiences, but what is devotion, really?
Sathyam:  See, they told us that religion exists, that prayer is important, to talk to God and trust God, and namaz, and serve, but with all of these that we heard, we either could not do it, or it was pretense, or if we did them it had no depth. In life, a True Guide will poke at the True heart of a person. It awakens it, opens it. Once it is open you fall in love, because in different lifetimes you were waiting for this. In different sorrows, different deaths, different births, different birthdays, and different disease states, you were waiting for someone to come and speak your heart to you. When your heart was spoken to you, it brought about devotion, as Reza said. Devotion emerged. Until the time when there is so much as a small vein in you that believes you are the mind or the body, it is necessary to hear from the mouth of the Guide who you are, who you are, who you are. All of the tools that were given bring about devotion. Why? Because all of the tools bring about silence, and in silence there is God. All of you who were truly devoted to Me, meaning the teachings, felt God and the Truth within your being. You experienced it in your life. Your Trust, as Samane said, increased. Your devotion became easier. All of the things that people wanted to shove down your throat are now real for you. They are from the heart; they have Truth. Real devotion is this, Hoda jan. It is when you taste your Self. At that time devotion is automatic. If not, at first you are like a small bird that comes and takes a seed but becomes distracted and goes into another neighborhood looking for a seed. But now you all know where your seed is. You know where your heart is. You know where your home is. You know where your silence is. Of course it brings about devotion. What idiot isn’t willing to be devoted? It is automatic.
Why? Because this path gives you the freedom to roam around. Not Freedom to roam around in a bad way, no. It gives you the freedom to spread your wings and expand. You can go up and down. It doesn’t say why do you do this or that. It only guides you. How does it guide you? By giving you the secret of Home. When you find Home, you find eternity and you sit there. There is no longer any need to search. It is very interesting. It is like oval energy. 
However much real freedom is given to you, the more you want to stay at Home. However much your freedom is taken away, the more frustrated you become, and you want to search and roam around. This is why this True path proves that the more free you become, the more you drown yourself in your silence. 
I want the one of you whose sharing didn’t have the depth that I want to listen carefully. You know who you are. The way that Hoda said, every thought that we have and every word that we say and everything that we do must add to our path, not take away from it. What does this mean? It means we have to see what master we are serving. Are we a slave to our family? Are we a slave to the bazaar? Or are we a slave to our Freedom? Those who speak without a foundation must be very careful because in their mind it will recorded that they know something when in reality that don’t know anything. When you recite the Truth without experience behind it, it registers in your mind as a reality when it never took the shape of a reality. Then you become a preacher, and someone who wants to be impressing people and to me that is not impressive at all. I think it is despicable. They will lose this real chance, until the next opportunity reaches them, if it reaches them. Ok, lets move on. 
Any other questions?
Shabnam:  You have said that devotion is automatic, but is there also something that we can do to be more fully devoted?
Sathyam:  When you fall in love with the Truth, you are pretty much in the trap of the Truth and the rest happens automatically. When you fall in love genuinely then you have nothing to worry about, the rest is automatic, because you are captured until you get Home. Having said that, like Kavi was saying, at every turn in our life, we have a choice. Which master are you going to serve? And the right choice brings deep devotion and love, because the result is right on top of it. If you all pay attention, you will see that the robe of Truth that was given to you, once you put it on, it was guaranteed that the robe was sewn to fit you specifically. It is like when I say to do the omnipresent meditation, and I tell you how to do it. After you progress, that meditation changes into your own natural language. For one it is in the language of the master, for one it is the language of devotion, and it changes for you in each circumstance. It’s language changes as you experience more expansion. The language changes. For example, Asal said that she understands devotion as knowing that whatever the Guide does is correct. This is one of the biggest blessings of God, because the person says, “I will no longer fight it, just take me there.” This is when the Self comes forward and says that you are ready. ‘Let me take his hand and lead him.’ That is really the inner Guide that does that. Once you understand the appearance of the Self as the Guide, then the understanding of the Self becomes easy. So when the person says this, the inner begins to guide him, until the appearance of an outer Guide comes, which sends him to love and devotion, and this devotion translates into following the Self. 
Any other questions?
Someone asks:  How can we every thank you?
Sathyam:  You have all thanked me a lot today, when I see your Freedom. You must pay attention to this. To the degree that each of you is Free, you have freed the world, because the world is within you. You are not within it. Your physical appears to be within the world but it is not true. Do you understand what I am saying? What is a bigger thanks than this?  I just want your loyalty. And why? I don’t need it, but your loyalty makes your path easier. As Baba says, those who want to dig a well but dig a little here and a little there will never reach water. 
Loyalty, love and devotion make the Truth pour out and draw closer to you because it shows that you have seriously put yourself at the will of your Freedom. 
Many people hear the Truth, and it goes in one ear and out the other. They enjoy it for a short time and then return, like those who go to church or mosque, and return to the same soup and bowl. For this reason, loyalty and love are required, they are the ingredients needed to make you stick to the Truth. It keeps you in the right path, beyond the churches and the mosques. It keeps you interested until you finish the game. Without love, devotion is not deep. Without love, nothing has a foundation. Just as Baba says, “Love is God and God is Love. Silence is God and God is Silence.” Silence can only be achieved with love. When you fall in love, you are invited to Silence. You forget everything. Nothing else is important to you. Silence takes the place of those things that were once important for you. 
Hoda:  I once told You that I really needed to be with You, close to You. You asked me, “who has this need? It is better to say that your love has a need to be near me for Oneness”. I thought about this a lot. I think I needed and still need to be near you in order to be more in love with You, and more devoted.
Sathyam:  If it is needed, you will see Me, and you will live near Me. Trust that if you are not here, it is because it isn’t necessary. The same thing that I did with My Guru. The people around Him needed His physical in order to advance. For those far from Him, He helped them in other ways. He would advance them in other ways. If two people with the same love and interest, one near Him and one far, were to compare their progress, they would see that their advancement was the same. Why? Because the love in both of them was the same, but their path was that which was gifted to them. Rest assured. Whatever your situation is, embrace it, love it, trust it, and be with it. The Guide is always watching you, and you will receive what is best for you, whether you are here or not. 
The biggest proof of this is today’s discussion. What Kavi said, and Reza, and Hoda and Asal and Hanieh, and Shabnam and Shervin and Bahar and Samane said made no difference to me. They all come from a very deep love. What’s the difference? And there was no difference in your understanding. The ones in Iran and the ones closer to me in America all had the same understanding. How is this possible? Because the Truth is perfect, that’s how it is possible. It is just a different need and a different opportunity. That’s all. One person needs to be with Me, and another needs something else. Everyone will get what you need. If you need to be with Me physically, and you have good intentions and a correct love, you will be. And if you don’t need that, or you don’t need it yet, then it won’t be. And if it is necessary later, it will happen. And if it is not necessary at all, then it won’t happen. So be devoted. 
Reza:  I don’t have any specific question. I just wanted to take this opportunity to 
Sathyam:  Kids, do you want to ask me anything else?
Shervin:  Thank you for coming out of Your silence to speak to us today.
Sathyam:  It is your fault. If you didn’t have a True love, I wouldn’t have come.
Asal:  You don’t know how grateful I am for Your presence in every moment.
Sathyam:  And I am grateful that I see that My love, in different forms, did not go to waste in your life.
Bahar:  I just wanted to thank You so much for being here today. You said earlier that someone’s sharing was not sincere. I searched my heart to see if that person is me, and I do not think it is, but it killed me to think that I may have disappointed You. Thank You for renewing my faith in that way and allowing me that opportunity to explore what it would look like to disappoint You. Everything You do is perfect.
Sathyam:  That is very sweet, thank you. 
Kids, be happy! Make good choices, beautiful choices. People are voting for the elections today! (laughing) They don’t know what the actual election is! Where are we, and where are they? Go vote! (laughing). Good night in Iran and good afternoon in Atlanta and it is a good morning here in Reno. So how can time have any reality? (laughing)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Goodbye!
Sathyam leaves the conference and call ends. 
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